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We’re coming to the end of the Easter Season. Jesus has made numerous appearances 

to the disciples – twice in the Upper Room, where he offered them peace and let Thomas 

see and touch his wounds, on the road to Emmaus, where he talked with them without 

being recognized until he broke bread at a meal, and by the Sea of Tiberias, where he 

helped them make an amazing catch of fish and cooked a meal for them on the beach. 

Now he’s gone – forty days after our celebration of his Resurrection, he is lifted up to 

heaven – into the clouds and out of their sight.  

 

Our Gospel reading for today is known as the High Priestly Prayer – the longest of Jesus’ 

prayers in any of the Gospels. Jesus prays for himself, consecrating his body and blood 

for the sacrifice of his death which is imminent, for his followers, that they may be 

protected from the evil one, and for those who will come to believe in Him through the 

witness of his disciples. And, most importantly, to my mind, he prays that they all may be 

one.  

 

What does it mean to be “one”? One with Jesus? One with each other? I have struggled 

with this question since I became a serious Christian. The analogy of a marriage may 

help us grasp this elusive concept. In marriage, there is always something mysterious, 

something indefinable about the nature of the relationship, and the other person. I have 

known my husband, Gerry, for about 45 years – for about 16,000 days our live have 
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been intimately intertwined. I know so much about him – even his DNA profile. I could go 

on and on about who he is, what he likes and doesn’t like, what is good about him, and 

even what he’s still learning. Yet, how can I describe him, and our relationship in a way 

that would make you feel that you know him? Because after 45 years of discovery, I still 

don’t fully understand him. And I think that’s the point.  

 

It’s the same with our oneness with Christ – we are never in the position of saying, “Aha! 

I’ve got it now. I’ve mastered it.” Union isn’t something we master. We are forever diving 

deeper into the meaning of our union to Christ. There is a world beyond what we can 

presently understand, and we will know more only when we see him face to face. 

 

Oneness is not a creaturely quality, but a divine one. It was present before the beginning 

of creation and will endure until the end. It is the Alpha and the Omega. It is the 

relationship that Jesus has with the Father. But he also offers this relationship with the 

Father to us, through him. It’s a union that overcomes all possibility of estrangement. We 

might imagine separation - but in truth it can never happen, because we are one with 

God – God is closer than our own heartbeat or breath.    

 

Oneness with Jesus also means doing his work in the world – being his hands and feet 

and voice. Paul and Silas, in our reading from Acts are examples knowing him so deeply 

that they act as he would act. 

 

Then there’s the matter of oneness with each other – for which Jesus also prayed. 
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What does it mean and why does it matter? We see ourselves as discrete, singular, 

physical bodies – how can I be one with you if I am me? Although this concept is 

complex and difficult to grasp, it holds for us one of the central messages of Jesus 

teaching, which is especially relevant to us in today’s pluralistic and fractured world – the 

message of unity. I don’t need to remind any of you about the divisions among us – in 

Christian denominations, in our political life, in our families and communities – it seems 

that in every area of life, we could not be less “one”. 

 

How can we understand this unity, or oneness, that John speaks of in ways that shed 

light on our present dilemma? While John is making allusion to the church, the unity he 

refers to is not merely human solidarity or national unity. It’s not something we can 

accomplish with political speeches, mission statements, heartfelt explanations, or even 

elections. It is, in fact, a kind of unity we can barely grasp, which is why I believe we 

struggle with this passage.  

 

The ultimate symbol of relationship in Christianity is the Trinity, all God, all One, yet 

different aspects, different faces, different ways of experiencing the same whole. God 

gave Godself to us as a Triune self because a single representation is too simplified for 

who God is and for who we are. The Trinity represents unity in diversity. It reminds us 

that oneness is not sameness. 

 

Oneness is not sameness. Unity is not unanimity or uniformity. It doesn’t mean that 

everyone looks, acts, speaks or thinks the same. Oneness in God calls us to new 
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horizons of ourselves, not back to nostalgic memories of a past that never really was. 

Oneness in God calls us to risk the future rather than hiding in the past. It’s not in laws, 

locks, guns or money that we find safety and security, but in God - in relationship with 

God through Jesus. This relationship calls us to question assumptions that might be 

mindlessly hurtful, to expand our vision, to widen our circles and rejoice in the variety of 

what God has called into being. When we live out of our fears about others and about our 

future, we settle for a pretense of security which is too small a vision for us. We cling to 

this illusory security and sacrifice our potential for glory that is our birthright and our 

calling. In the words of the poet William Wordsworth, “Trailing clouds of glory do we 

come, from God who is our home”. God is our true home.  

  

The way we live the truth of Christianity is by loving one another. Not just our friends but 

even - especially even – our enemies. This is how we are one with each other. This love 

is the divine unity. Going back to the Gospel of two weeks ago, Jesus says “By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” This love, 

like God, doesn’t condemn, doesn’t exclude, doesn’t oppress.  

 

Today’s reading from the Book of Revelation contains the last words of the last chapter 

of the Bible. I believe there is great significance in first and last words. The first words of 

the Bible tell us that God created the heavens and the earth and everything in them and 

called it good. They also tell us that God created humankind in God’s image and it was 

very good. The last words are the words of Jesus, offering us hope and promise, through 

his very self, which he has declared one with us.   
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I’ll never forget a man I met in the hospital who had suffered what we euphemistically call 

a “cardiac event.”. He’d had what we call a flat line on the heart monitor, meaning he had 

no heart activity. According to all scientific forms of measurement, he had died. The day I 

saw him, he was sitting up in bed eating lunch. Here is a man who knows whereof he 

speaks when he talks about ultimate things. His name is George Custer. His nurse was 

in the room when I was there, taking his vital signs. The nurse said, “George Custer, the 

Indians used to call him the morning star.” The patient said in a voice of deep knowing 

and awesome reverence “Oh, no. Jesus Christ is the morning star.”   

 

The last word in the Bible is hope. Not in men or women, nor in legislation, or the stock 

market, not in winning or losing. But in God who says, “let everyone who is thirsty come. 

Let everyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. Amen. Come Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


